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We continue to progress our extensive plans for the 
double cohort of Year 7s and 8s next year, focussing on 
four key elements (Learning, Inclusion, Engagement, 
Culture) to successful continuity in learning for every 
student coming to Murray Bridge High. 

Ensuring we get every element right through rigorous research, planning and 
experimentation has been a huge but exciting challenge. The work of our school has been 
recognised by others in the education field. We were invited to present to leaders at the 
South Australian Secondary Principal’s Association Year 7 to HS workshop last week, with 
representatives from many rural and city schools in attendance. Jared Daly (Kungari and 
School Culture Leader), Kirrily Martin (Assistant Principal, Middle School) and Paula Hahesy 
(Deputy Principal) gave a detailed presentation of each of the four elements and how we 
have developed our shared agreements. It has been so important to work with our Primary 
School colleagues and learn from them, and this continues to build my excitement that our 
streamlined approach will meet and exceed the needs of students and parents in years to 
come.

The first of the family school tours was held last week, with a great turnout despite the 
weather. Next Wednesday 16 June, we invite all families of students in Year 7 to have a 
guided tour through our facilities and talk to learning area leaders about what their subjects 
have to offer within the Australian Curriculum. More details about transition and school 
tours are on our website. Staffing is a work in progress, although I can happily announce 
that Leanne Maxwell, Mel McCue and Jess Hankin will be joining our Middle School team 
next year.

At MBHS we have a philosophy of sharing best practice in all aspects of school life. As a 
Music Focus School early identification and support for budding musicians has been a 
priority. Through the Instrumental Music Program students in the primary years are able to 
access expert tuition and mentoring. Our Murraylands Alliance has also been recognised 
within the Department in the latest Music Strategy as a case study illustrating excellent 
partnerships and I have included this on page 10 in this newsletter for you to peruse. Look 
out for two highly sought-after events, the ‘Winter Sounds Music Showcase’ taking 
bookings now, and later next term, two Murraylands Music concerts featuring guest artists.

Last week Roxanne Rowland, Jo Heward and I attended the ‘Business Murray Bridge’ 
breakfast meeting in the newly refurbished Bridgeport Hotel. It was an excellent 
opportunity to network with our local business and industry partners whilst enjoying the 
amazing food and scenery that the Bridgeport had on offer. General Manager Mary-Lou 
Corcoran spoke of her journey and recognised the importance of building partnerships and 
employing locally. In her speech Mary-Lou thanked Roxanne personally for the opportunity 
to meet with students currently undertaking Certificates in Hospitality and Kitchen 
Operations, and we are very excited to see doors opening for our students to kick-start their 
hospitality careers. In breaking news, Roxanne will replace Tiahne Rowe as the 
Entrepreneurial Specialist School Assistant Principal for the rest of the year while Tiahne is 
on maternity leave.

Thank you to the many parents who responded to the uniform survey, the last chance for 
your input is next Tuesday 15th June, so that we can tally results the following day.

mailto:dl.0785.info@schools.sa.edu.au
http://www.mbhs.sa.edu.au
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Encounter Youth Presentations  
by Jared Daly

On Friday 28th of May, Encounter Youth attended 
MBHS to provided important Seminars to our Year 10, 
11 & 12 Cohorts. Each year levels seminar had a 
specific focus which students engaged with.  

The Year 10 Seminar- Who's calling your shots? 
seminar explored the current trends in young people’s 
decisions regarding alcohol and other drugs. The 
impact of alcohol on brain development is discussed 
along with examples of how this could impact 
personal safety and vulnerability in a party 
environment. 

Year 11 Seminar- Alert Not Alarmed seminar 
provides students with key information about risky 
behaviours that may occur in the party environment 
and strategies to respond appropriately. Students 
explore the topics of relationships and consent, and 
the impact of alcohol and other drugs. The topic of the 
celebration environment will be critically explored 
while looking at how alcohol and other drugs may 
impact the social side of parties. Consideration is 
given throughout the session to behaviours that make 
a person more vulnerable and what responsibilities a 
person can take charge of to keep themselves safe.

Year 12 Seminar- #Adulting seminar discusses the 
transition that takes place regarding party 
environments, alcohol, other drugs and legal 
responsibilities when a person turns 18. Students will 
be equipped with key warning signs of intoxication, 
drink spiking and other drug use. Students will 
develop an understanding of strategies to respond in 
different situations, including the process of what is 
involved in calling for emergency services. Other 
topics explored include party fights, the legalities 
regarding the supply of alcohol to their mates, and 
changes to Secondary Supply Laws in South 
Australia.
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Power Cup by Danika Mortimer

On Wednesday 26th of May, the Murray Bridge High School 
SAASTA academy travelled to Adelaide to compete in the annual 
SANTOS Power Cup. They spent the following four days 
participating in both cultural and sporting events with other 
academies from all over South Australia. 

On Thursday and Friday our SAASTA academy, which is made up 
of Year 10, 11 & 12 students, participated in the Power Cup 
football tournament at Karen Rolton Oval. The weather down in 
Adelaide put on a show with the sun shining and not a cloud in 
sight. 

The girls presented as a strong, fierce team not to be looked upon 
lightly and started strong. They played incredibly well as a team 
and despite multiple injuries they were able to land some great 
tackles, marks and goals. The girls placed third overall in the 
tournament and sadly just missed out on playing in the grand final.

The five male students joined the Riverland SAASTA Academy and 
played alongside them for the tournament. They too had great 
success over the two days and ended up making it into the grand 
final, where they played the North East Academy on the luscious 
grass of Adelaide Oval. The boys came out with a win and were 
awarded medallions for their persistent and collaborative effort.

Saturday was a well deserved rest day for staff and students. After 
a sleep in and a late breakfast, the academy made their way to the 
Adelaide Zoo where they saw all kinds of animals and interesting 
creatures. 

After having lunch with the other academies, students were driven 
to Marion Shopping Centre where they enjoyed an afternoon of 
shopping and relaxing. To finish off the day, staff and students 
went to Bounce for the evening where they spent a couple of hours 
playing dodgeball, completing the ninja warrior course and 
jumping and flipping on all types of trampolines. Finally it was off 
to bed after a fun filled but exhausting day around the city. 

The final day arrived and excitement filled the air. Students 
dressed in their formal attire and made their way to Adelaide Oval. 
There they met with all the other academies in the conference 
centre and were joined by all stakeholders including the premier of 
South Australia, Steven Marshall and the president of the Port 
Adelaide Football club, David Koch.

Awards were presented to students who had excelled 
academically and in the community. After a delicious lunch, 
students spent the afternoon watching the grand final of both the 
girls and boys teams. SAASTA students then participated in a 
cultural dance with over 400 students after only a couple of days 
of rehearsals. Pride swept across their faces as they walked out 
onto the oval to represent their mobs from all over the state. As 
they danced and sang a stillness filled the stadium and onlookers 
embraced this special experience. Students then watched the Port 
Adelaide vs Fremantle game before leaving on a complete high to 
head back to Murray Bridge to share this experience with their 
families.
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INTERTEXTUALITY - Ms Johns Year 10 English

Students create either a narrative, poem, short story, video, script, or multimodal presentation using intertextual 
ideas eg. making their own changes to a well known story, mixing two or more stories to create a new one, 
presenting a well known story in a different way. Produce a Writer’s Statement identifying and explaining the 
Language features used. Please see below examples of student’s work.

Writer's statement for the Three Little Pigs                                
by Jamie Cekanauskas

The title of my story is The three little pigs. The 
purpose of this writer’s statement is to provide an 
explanation of the language features I have identified in 
the story I wrote. 

Language features are used to enhance the reader's 
experience by making  the story more alive and 
interesting. Some of the language features I have 
identified include onomatopoeia, simile, dramatic irony, 
characterization and repetition.

In my story The three little pigs, I used onomatopoeia 
in the first sentence in the last paragraph. I used the 
word Swoosh, to describe the house getting blown 
down. The reason I did this is to add a bit of a surprise 
and suspense for the audience and hope that they 
would want to know more about it and what would 
happen next. I used a simile towards the end of the 
second to last paragraph. The simile was a big wolf as 
grey as smoke. I used this simile to describe the wolf 
and add a bit of a description to the story. The last 
language feature I used was dramatic irony. I used 
dramatic irony in the second to last paragraph. I used 
dramatic irony in the sentence, what they didn’t know is 
that when they were in the woods looking for sticks a 
wolf saw them. I used this to warn the reader that there 
was a wolf coming and add suspense to the story. I 
used characterization in the start of the story to describe 
the little pigs. I used characterization in the sentences 
Hamm and Peter were twins and Pinky was the 
youngest of the family. She was 3 years younger than 
her brothers. The last language feature I used was 
repetition. I used repetition in the last paragraph to 
describe the wolf blowing down the house. I used 
repetition in the sentence, Once again he said he would 
huff and puff and huff and puff and blow the house 
down. 

Ninja Pigs Dogs             by Paige Galpin

yo yo yo three little pigs 
sitting outside on a sunny day 

ninja pigs ninja pigs this ain’t our hair it’s a wig 
ninja pigs ninja pigs were coming for yah fast there’s no 
doubt bout that 

mother kicked us out when we were really young 
we said stuff yah and went on a rampage 
piggy one built a house made of straw 
it wasn’t very stable and that was a flaw?
the big old wolf came marching down and little piggy 
one kicked him out of the park 

ninja pigs ninja pigs ninja this ain’t our hair it’s a wig 
ninja pigs ninja pigs were coming for you fast there’s no 
doubt bout that

now piggy number two took a different approach 
he was ranked for the world's best archery coach 
he built his house made of sticks and twigs 
and really truly thought it was gonna stick 
but once again the big old wolf came marching down 
and took one puff and it collapsed to the ground 

ninja pigs ninja pigs ninja this ain’t our hair it’s a wig 
ninja pigs ninja pigs were coming for you fast there’s no 
doubt bout that

piggy three on the other hand was lot smarter he went 
a different way and pulled up his shoulders 
building his house of cold hard bricks 

there was no way that the wolf was getting through it!
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Miss Piggy and the Frog
By Perseverance Sithole

Once the famous Miss Piggy.  She was not like any other pigs, ‘’she 
was a sassy pig’’. She loved sparkles, fashion and all the other glitz 
and glam.
One day, one day when Miss Piggy was in the city park as she was 
walking around admiring the different flowers. ’’She stopped by a 
water fountain to admire herself in the reflection of the water when’’.
SPLASH!!
Her beautiful diamond earring fell into the fountain. She watched in 
shock as it went deeper and deeper into the pond until it had 
disappeared at the bottom. The pig looked into the water and back 
down at her dress questioning if she should hop in and find her 
earring. Miss Piggy didn't want to ruin her dress before her audition 
so she started to cry. 
Suddenly, Miss Piggy saw a strange figure in the corner of her eye. 
She looked up to see a frog leaning against the fountain.
I’m Kermit he said, instead of replying she just gave him a shady 
glance 
The frog asked her “Do you not know how to swim?”. A little weirded 
out she clutched her purse and replied “I do,”.
Well then why don't you come in and get your earring ?” he asked.
“I don't want to get my pretty dress ruined before my audition  !“ 
Miss piggy replied, looking disgusted at the ugly naked frog
“Well, I could get it for you...” the frog started.
“Well? replying in a very sarcastic voice.
“Well yes, the frog said, but only for something in return?”
“Anything you desire ” she replied knowing very well she wasn’t 
going to give him anything 
The frog told her about how he wanted to be famous and that's 
what he wanted in return. 
Hurrying him even more Miss Piggy said ‘’yes yes’’
Pleased With the reply, Kermit turned and went straight into the 
water to collect her earring and return it to her. Before he could even 
say another word Miss Piggy was already rushing away to her 
audition, so fast he couldn't catch up to her.
In the middle of her audition, there was a knock on the door. 
Confused, the director got up to open it. Without another word, 
Kermit hopped in and said I’m here to become famous. Furiously Miss 
Piggy picked him up and put him outside and slammed the door right 
in his face. Curious, the director asked what was that about. 
Ashamed, Miss Piggy told him all about what happened beforehand 
and how she promised him a life of fame.
After the director told her how promises should always be kept Miss 
Piggy sighed and went to collect Kermit. Once she did, they both 
auditioned for different roles and got them. After months of filming 
they grew together as partners and both became rising stars. After 
all those months Miss Piggy stopped looking at him as if he was a 
stupid ugly slimy naked gross frog and started looking at him as a 
funny attractive but still slimy frog after she confessed her love for 
him he did too and they both lived happily ever after in a life of 
wealth and fame. 

Writer’s Statement
The title of my story is "Miss Piggy and the Frog." The basic 
plot of the story is Miss Piggy losing her diamond earring in 
a fountain then as she is freaking out. Kermit makes a deal 
with her to collect her earring if she gives him something in 
return. Without thinking of how this would affect her, she 
agreed. He asked for her to make him famous. Even though 
Miss Piggy didn't want to keep that promise, she said yes to 
hurry him up. Knowing damn well there was no chance she 
would do such a thing after he got it for her, she ran off.
Little did she know that Kermit was not far behind her. 

The language features I used in this story were 
Onomatopoeia, Juxtaposition, Dramatic Irony and 
Characterisation. 
I used "SPLASH!" when the earring fell into the water, 
which was an example of onomatopoeia words 
representing sounds. 
In my story, I show the spectacular fabulous, clothed, pretty 
and talented Miss Piggy and the ugly, naked, slimy frog. 
Both of their different characteristics make a good example 
of juxtaposition. 
I used characterisation to make Miss Piggy feel like a 
bougie pig with an imperfect frog which was a big help to 
the juxtaposition in the story. 
The last language feature I used was dramatic irony when 
Miss Piggy wasn't going to help Kermit, although he wasn't 
aware of that. 

Little Red Riding Hood,
Tripping through the shady wood

Of a summer morning,
Stop a bit Red Riding Hood,

Hear a friendly warning.

There’s a wolf who prowls about,
Talkative and smiling,

You would never find him out,
He is too beguiling

Should you meet him, Little One,
Do not stay to chatter - 

From the wicked creature run
Fast as you can patter

 By Kiarra Gillett                   
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Bunyips Robotics Showcase at Year 8 Transition Tour 
by Fiona Rabone

The Bunyips were excited to have the opportunity to present the MBHS student robotics 
club and its achievements to students and parents at the Year 8 Transition Tour Evening. 
We wanted to share the excitement and fun of being able to learn new skills through 
robotics with prospective parents and students. Visitors were delighted to test drive 
some of the Bunyips newest robots and show their skills on the 2021 Jeff’s Pre-season 
challenge course.

Visitors were able to learn about the FTC championships and the history of the MBHS student robotics club, as 
part of the Year 11 Personal Development community project. Community engagement is critical in sharing 
exciting new future possibilities for the club, and spreading the Bunyips outreach to as many people as possible. 
The showcase invited teachers, students and parents into the workings of the Bunyips robotics club, while also 
garnering interest in robotics. 

We hope giving insight into what Murray Bridge High School students can achieve and discovering what we can do 
as a club is a fantastic way to encourage confidence, collaboration and critical thinking, and the Bunyips are always 
excited to welcome new students into the club. 

Upcoming Events
Jeff’s Pre-season Robot Challenge 2021
Come and try out your robot driving skills using our new small robot designed to pass 
under and move around chairs. This challenge has two separate competitions - (1) an 
autonomous (program controlled) task and (2) a timed tele-op (driver controlled) 
section task. This event is open to all interested MBHS students at no cost. The best 
two runs of each task will be entered by 5pm on Friday, June 25th 2021.

Robotics Scrimmage 
A traditional robotics scrimmage event at the Adelaide Showgrounds on Saturday 
14th August being coordinated by the Student Robotics Club of SA Inc as part of 
National Science Week 2021. The teams competing in the scrimmage will be playing 
the FIRST FTC Ultimate Goal game. The Bunyip’s will be competing in this event and 
are excited to have a second robot that will also compete in the scrimmage.  We are 
delighted to be able to extend an invitation to five MBHS students interested in 
coming to see what robotics tournaments are all about.  

If you are interested in participating in either of these events, please email Bunyips’ 
Captain on edrendel@mbhs.sa.edu.au or Ms Rabone on frabone@mbhs.sa.edu.au 

https://youtu.be/k2pgPQgHQ28
mailto:edrendel@mbhs.sa.edu.au
mailto:frabone@mbhs.sa.edu.au
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Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea
On Thursday 27th May, the Independent Learning Centre 
hosted their annual ‘Biggest Morning Tea’. Students took 
charge of the sausage sizzle using their customer service 
skills to take donations and serve food to some very hungry 
customers, raising a total $432.00 for the Cancer Council!

Thank you to everyone who 
contributed to the morning tea and 
a massive thank you to the 
following businesses for their kind 
donations of sausages, bread, 
onions and condiments to make it 
such a success; Bakers Delight, 
Meat Barn, Farm Fresh Market and 
Woolworths.

Barista Course 
On 24th and 31st  of May and 7th of June the ILC hosted a 
Barista course organised and run by the Workabout Centre, 
with students from the ILC, Mannum Community College and 
Meningie Area School participating. The course has provided 
participants with the skills and knowledge to extract and 
serve espresso coffee using a commercial espresso machine, 
including storage of coffee, cleaning, and care and 
preventative maintenance of machinery. It was great to see 
the skill level and confidence of student’s coffee making skills 
improve over the three weeks. For their final assessment, 
students will be serving free coffee on Monday 21st June at 
Moorundi between 10am-2pm. If you’re available, head on 
down to 1 Wharf Road to place your order!
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Murray Bridge Community Concert 
Band by Sean Hickey

The Murray Bridge Community Concert Band performs 
for many of our regions community events and has had 
strong ties with Murray Bridge High School for many 
years, supporting each other annually at the Murray 
Bridge Christmas Carols and regional concerts in the 
Murray Bridge Town Hall. The band consists of many 
current MBHS students, such as Keith Santillan, Elijah 
Ware-Bloxham, and Olivia White as well as and past 
students including Ben Daly the bands conductor. They 
will be performing in John Dohler Hall on the 27th of 
June from 2pm for a cost of $15, to hear many modern 
and classic renditions performed by the band. 

 The band is always looking to recruit new and old 
musicians, so if you have any past experience 
performing on the Flute, Oboe, Clarinet, Saxophone, 
Trumpet, Trombone, French Horn, Bass Guitar or as a 
Percussionist you can come along to the concert, then sit 
in on a rehearsal on Thursday nights from 7pm - 8:30pm 
in the Baden Powell Community Band Hall on Sixth 
Street at 7 pm on Wednesdays (behind the Murray 
Bridge Town Hall). No instrument? The band has 
instruments to loan out to interested people. 

 http://www.mbconcertband.org.au/ 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
TERM 2

Tue, 15 Jun        Finance Committee – 5pm

Wed, 16 Jun          Year 7 Transition Tour – 4.30pm

Fri, 18 Jun           Semester 1 Term 2 ends

Tue, 22 Jun        Governing Council – 6pm

Tue, 22 Jun – Thu 24 Jun    Year 12 Drama Production

Wed 23 Jun – Fri 25 Jun      Year 12 Deep Creek Camp

Thu, 24 – Fri, 25 Jun                          Year 8/9 CCT days

Sun, 27 Jun  MB Community Band Music Performance

Tue, 29 Jun                Principal Tour – 4pm

Wed, 30 Jun        Winter Sounds – Music Showcase

Fri, 2 Jul      Last day of Term 2 – 2pm dismissal

http://www.mbconcertband.org.au/
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2021 Murraylands Regional Music Workshop and Concert
with Adam Page, Jacki Cooper and John Morrison

Dear Murraylands Musicians,

Murray Bridge High School (Murraylands Music Focus School) is proud to share with you a great opportunity for our regional 
musicians to work with renowned artists Adam Page, Jacki Cooper and John Morrison over three days of workshops and two 
concerts. This is an invitation to students from Department for Education schools to come together and polish your skills, be inspired 
and share our music in the Murray Bridge Town Hall.

Who is this workshop for?
This event is aimed at students learning an instrument, or singing in various ensembles:

1.      Concert Band 1 - students with 4+ years’ experience, Flute, Clarinet, Saxophone, Trumpet, Trombone, Percussion, Keyboard, 
Electric Guitar and Bass Guitar

2.      Concert Band 2 - students with 2-4 years’ experience, Flute, Clarinet, Saxophone, Trumpet, Trombone, Percussion, 
Keyboard, Bass Guitar

3.      Beginning Concert Band – students with 1-2 years of experience on Flute, Clarinet, Saxophone, Trumpet and Trombone at 
Murray Bridge North School

4.       Vocal Ensemble - vocalists with experience in singing in choirs age 11+
5.       Drumline and Drum Workshop - students that perform on any percussion from age 11+
6.       Masterclasses for Soloists - for aspiring musicians/vocalists to work with our 3 guest artists in a masterclass workshop and 

present one piece at the concert, or an original composition
7.       Backing Vocalists - vocalists working in a small group to perform with Jacki in collaboration with the Concert Band 1 and 2.

Dates:

Guest Artists Bios
Adam Page - is a multi-instrumentalist, composer, music educator and record producer based in Adelaide, South Australia. Known 
widely for his critically acclaimed solo multi-instrumental looping performances, Page has carved his path internationally as a 
composer. He has written major works for the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra, the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra, Orchestra 
Wellington, Zephyr Quartet and co-composed on numerous occasions with celebrated Kiwi composer John Psathas. 
http://www.adampage.com.au/

Jacki Cooper - has been a regular feature on the Australian jazz scene since 1990 and after travelling much of the world, now 
resides in Sydney, Australia. She holds a Bachelor of Music in Jazz Voice from Adelaide University and currently teaches jazz voice 
for the Bachelor of Music program at Central Queensland Conservatorium of Music in Mackay. 
https://www.morrisonmusic.com.au/jacki-cooper

John Morrison - has delighted audiences for more than 25 years with his humour and dedication to sounds that swing. Equally at 
home in a small group or big band setting, his musical facility runs the entire spectrum from traditional jazz, swing, Bebop, R&B, 
Soul and commercial jazz rock. https://www.morrisonmusic.com.au/john-morrison

Day 1: Monday
9th August - 10:30am to 7pm

Day 2 & 3 Tuesday/Wednesday
10th August - 10:30am to 2pm
& 11th August - 10:30am to 7:30pm

❖ Drumline
❖ Vocal Ensemble
❖ 2 Masterclass sessions
❖ Concert from 6pm to 7pm

❖ Concert Band 1
❖ Concert Band 2
❖ 5 Masterclass sessions
❖ Backing Vocalists
❖ Concert from 6pm to 7:30pm

http://www.adampage.com.au/
http://www.adampage.com.au/
https://www.morrisonmusic.com.au/jacki-cooper
https://www.morrisonmusic.com.au/jacki-cooper
https://www.morrisonmusic.com.au/john-morrison
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